
The mission of LRSWMD is to reduce the quantity and toxicity of the trash generated and being sent
to the landfill while maintaining or improving overall environmental quality (air, water, and soil), 
treating customers and employees with respect,  and operating within a balanced budget.
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FULLER TOTES AND TALLER PILES: FOOD SCRAP BAN FEEDS LAMOILLE SOIL

Like many organizations, the LRSWMD measures 
much of its production, and its finances, on a fiscal 

year. July 1, 2020, day one of Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21), 
coincided with the final phase of Act 148 - the 
Universal Recycling & Composting law. It was the day 
Vermonters could no longer knowingly dispose of food 
scraps as trash and had to find an alternative way to 
manage them.  Many Vermonters chose composting 
as that method of management.  We found ourselves 
quickly sold out of backyard Soil Savers and had a 
lengthy waiting list for Green Cone Digesters.  Our 
5-gallon, gamma seal lid buckets were a very popular 
commodity then, and continue to be so now. 

We know that because we count the number of five-
gallon buckets that are emptied at our drop-off facilities 
each year. Comparing FY20 to FY21, a 218% increase in 
the number of buckets hand-delivered to our drop-
off facilities was realized! While it was happening, we 
knew there was an uptick but we didn’t realize it was 
quite so drastic until we were able to take a breath and 
run the numbers. Take a look at the graph to visually 
see what we were experiencing. 

If you are not already participating in the Lamoille Soil 

Drop-off Program, here are some 
reasons to consider starting.  

1) If you have a solid backyard 
system going but don’t have a way 
to manage your bones, grease or 
seafood remnants, maybe you 
could level up and start sorting 
those tough-to-backyard-compost 
items now and bring them to a 
drop-off location.

2) Are you having a problem with four-legged visitors 
using your compost pile as a buffet?  Perhaps it would 
be a good idea to take a hiatus. Bring your compost to 
us for a short while so you can outsmart them by doing 
a little pile maintenance.  

3) Did your freezer break and now you have rotten 
food to get rid of?  We will take it; please remove all 
packing though.  

4) With the change of seasons on the horizon, think 
about your compost system for the winter. Lamoille 
Soil composts all-year long in our large, hot piles. You 
might consider pausing your program through the 
winter and bringing all of your food scraps to us during 
the frozen months.   

5) Finally, the more food scraps that come in, the more 
compost that will be available to go out to you!  

That increase in the amount of food scraps coming 
in means that we will be producing some terrific end-
product. Composting is a natural process; therefore, 
we cannot predict exactly when the microbes will  
finish working. We anticipate having compost to sell 
later this fall and should also have an ample amount 
available for purchase next spring.   Stay tuned for 
d e t a i l s about when, how and where 
bulk cubic yards and 5-gallon refills of Lamoille 
Soil compost will be available.
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Belvidere, Cathy Mander-Adams
Cambridge, Dana Sweet

Craftsbury, Penelope Doherty
Eden, David Whitcomb
Elmore, Jane Oliphant 

Hyde Park, Marilyn Zophar
 Johnson, Howard Romero

Morristown, Charles Cooley
Stowe, Willie Noyes

Waterville, Lucas Tilton
Wolcott, Phillip Wilson
Worcester, Carl Witke

Visit lrswmd.org, Facebook/LRSWMD or call 802.888.7317 for the most 
current information regarding this collection. In accordance with CDC

guidelines, all unvaccinated participants MUST wear a mask.

Aerosols    
Automotive Products
Fertilizers
Gasoline/Kerosene
Household Cleaners
Paint (10 gallon limit) 
Paint Thinners
Pesticides/Insecticides
Pool/Hobby Chemicals
Thermostats & Thermometers
Waste Oil & Filters

Asbestos
Batteries* 
Electronic Waste*

Empty Containers  
Explosives/Ammunition/Fireworks
Fluorescent Bulbs*

Medication & Medical Waste
Radioactive Materials
Propane Tanks*

Tires*

Vaping Devices
    *Accepted all year at LRSWMD locations. Fees apply.

Unacceptable

Acceptable

Collections are FREE for all LRSWMD Residents

FINAL 2021 HAZWASTE COLLECTION

Business waste will be accepted between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. ONLY.  
Businesses MUST pre-register with a disposal inventory no later than 

Friday, Sept. 10.  Call the o�ce 888-7317 or register online: 
www.lrswmd.org/hazardous-waste

Payment due at time of collection unless you are an LRSWMD approved customer.

Thanks to partial funding provided through a grant from  the VT Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Saturday, Sept. 18Saturday, Sept. 18
LAMOILLE UNION HIGH SCHOOL

736 VT 15W, Hyde Park
LAMOILLE UNION HIGH SCHOOL

736 VT 15W, Hyde Park
 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

No 30 or 55-gallon drums. Paint is limited to 10 gallons/car. 



UNSUSPECTED HAZARDS UNDER YOUR SINK
Recycle your Pellet Bags Properly

Visit lrswmd.org/film-plastics/ to learn more about the film plastic recycling opportunities available with us!!

https://lrswmd.org/hours-and-locations/

BACK TO SCHOOL TIPS FOR SUSTAINABLE SCHOLARS

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IS IT WHEN IT COMES TO WASTE?

An interesting way to describe Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) might be to think of those things around 

your home that you don’t want to drink or take a bath in 
and are often found under your sink or in your garage and 
basement. Although not a very scientific definition , this 
characterization might give you the impression that you are 
safe from exposure and negative impacts; however, this is 
not true. 

Poison control centers across the U.S. show every year that 
Americans do not adequately protect ourselves nor our 
children from exposure to dangerous household chemical 
products. The latest, annual report of the American 
Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data 
System showed that the more serious reported outcomes, 
including deaths, were up 4.6% since the year 2000. More 
than 2.1 million human exposures were logged by U.S. 
poison control centers in 2019, including 2,619 deaths. 
 

The top three classes of substances reported in 2019 were 
over-the-counter and prescription pain relief medications, 
household cleaning products and cosmetics/personal care 
products. By far, the largest exposure age group reported 
was in infants to children up to five years old, at 43% of all 
reported exposures. 

These annual poison control center statistics have consistently 
shown that young children in the home are disproportionately 
at risk to common types of household chemicals.  

This has been a persistent public health safety driver for 
HHW collection programs. In most cases, these poisonings 
represent what toxicologists refer to as acute exposures, 
which simply means ‘a short-term exposure and related 
short-term response’. When HHWs are removed from the 
home, the potential for acute exposures is mitigated. 

Become more aware of safer products and products to 
avoid for your home. If you buy less hazardous products, it 
will mitigate potential harm and may eventually reduce the 
amount of HHW you have to manage. A good place to find 
information about the harmfulness of one product versus 
another is on the Environmental Working Group (EWG) 
website. It lists science-based evaluations of thousands of 
products and other consumer-oriented information. Find 
their work at www.ewg.org/consumer-guides.  

Note: The full, published article provides in-depth information on 
chemicals that abound in our daily lives and additional resources 

for identifying them and finding alternatives.  

Questions about 
how to manage 

special materials 
have been coming 
in lately: Why do 
things have to 
come in so much 
packaging? Why do 
stores reimburse 
me for some bottles 
but not all of them? 
Are you going to 
start charging at 

Hazardous Waste Collections? How 
do I recycle batteries? Where can I 
recycle my old laptop and how much 
will it cost me?  All great questions 
and all somewhat related; all 
equally as complicated to answer. 

Vermont is fortunate enough to 
have very successful programs for 
electronics, mercury-containing 
products, batteries, and paint. These 
items are responsibly managed 
under statewide Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) programs and 
are taken back at many locations 
throughout the State all year round. 
How these programs work and 
who is responsible for the cost and 
collection of these items can get a 
little tough to follow. Keep reading 
to get a better understanding of 
the complexities of EPR programs. 

The terms Product Stewardship and 
Extended Producer Responsibility 
are often used differently. 
However, by speaking the same 
language, a greater understanding 
of programs can be achieved. 

Product Stewardship is the act 
of minimizing the health, safety, 
environmental, and social impacts 
of a product and its packaging 
throughout all lifecycle stages, while 
also maximizing economic benefits. 
The manufacturer, or producer, 
of the product has the greatest 
ability to minimize adverse impacts, 
but other stakeholders, such as 
suppliers, retailers, and consumers, 
also play a role. Stewardship can be 
either voluntary or required by law. 
 
Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) is a mandatory type of product 
stewardship that includes, at a 
minimum, the requirement that the 
manufacturer’s responsibility for its 
product extends to post-consumer 
management of that product 
and its packaging. There are two 
related features of EPR policy: (1) 
shifting financial and management 
responsibility, with government 
oversight, upstream to the 
manufacturer and away from the public 
sector; and (2) providing incentives 
to manufacturers to incorporate 
environmental considerations into 
the design of their products and 
packaging. https://www.productstewardship.us/ 

After many months and even years 
of negotiations, these programs are 
developed and implemented at a State 
or regional level. Once they are passed, 
retailers and solid waste handlers are 
responsible for the execution of these 
programs. Collaboration between the 
collectors and national organizations 
specializing in the approved, reputable 
handling of these materials creates 

dependable partnerships for safe 
and efficient management of these 
special recycling items keeping them 
out of landfills and the environment. 

As stated in the Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources, 2021 Biennial 
Report on Solid Waste, “Vermont’s EPR 
programs are effective at collecting 
these targeted materials largely due 
to the convenient collection locations 
throughout the state, efforts by 
Solid Waste Management Entities 
and private facilities, and outreach 
to consumers.” https://bit.ly/3ytUUky  

Some of these products may be 
getting attention in the Vermont State 
legislature in the upcoming session. If 
you are interested in following these 
bills more closely, bookmark the 
webpages for the House Committee 
on Natural Resources, Fish, and 
Wildlife (https://legislature.vermont.gov/
committee/detail/2020/12) and the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources 
and Energy (https://legislature.
vermont.gov/committee/detail/2022/30). 
Committee members and contact 
information is listed on these pages.  

Never be apprehensive about reaching 
out to your local representatives. These 
are bills that they vote on to become 
law for you. We, as a Solid Waste 
District, only help clarify what those 
laws then mean and offer assistance in 
ways for us all to comply. We do not 
create, enforce or influence legislation 
any more than you, so exercise your 
democratic muscles if you want to 
move the waste tonnage through 
policy. Reach out to your legilstors 
and let your opinions be heard. 

Adapted from: Swimming in Our Toxic Soup by David Nightingale, CHMM, S.C.  
Published in Waste Advantage Magazine, 2021 July 3   https://wasteadvantagemag.com/swimming-in-our-toxic-soup/

Six Sources of Other Common Potential Exposures in the Home. 
Figure courtesy of Green Science Policy Institute.

I N T O  P I E C E S

B R E A K  C A R D B O A R D
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The average American family spends about $600 on new school supplies, clothes, and college gear every fall. But with all 
the additional waste that is created, it’s the environment that pays the highest price for this annual autumn spending 

spree. Fortunately, getting ready for a brand new school year doesn’t have to break the bank and pollute the planet so 
much.  List created by https://zerowastestore.com/

1. Don’t Create New Waste: Just because it’s a new school year, it doesn’t mean you have to get 
new supplies. Each year, six billion pens, that still write perfectly fine, are thrown away. Search 
around your home for supplies you already have before buying anything new.

2. Get Only What You Know You’ll Use: Reduce your waste and avoid unnecessary spending by 
being realistic about your school needs. They might be on sale, but is your child really going to 
do enough art projects to justify buying a 12-pack of glue sticks?

3. Buy Reusable or Recycled: Buying paper product supplies that are made from recycled 
materials saves trees. Pens, pencils and other supplies that are reusable and/or biodegradable 
helps to reduce pollution. It’s also better–and more affordable–to buy used or refurbished tech 
instead of shelling out for a new computer or laptop.

4. Look Stylish with Sustainable Fashion: Hand-me-downs from older siblings is one way to save money and the 
environment from additional harm. Another good option is to shop second-hand thrift stores and consignment shops, 
giving you a way to show off your own unique style when you walk through the hallway.


