
  
•	 LRSWMD	Operations	Administrator: No-cost assistance educating staff and 

students in reducing and disposing of hazardous materials (802) 888-7317, 
info@lrswmd.org

•	 Vermont	Agency	of	Natural	Resources: For general information on the 
Hazardous Waste Program for Schools, Call 802.828.1137. https://dec.vermont.
gov/sites/dec/files/wmp/SolidWaste/Documents/Haz-Waste_Mmgt-Reduction-in-
Schools.pdf. For information on Mercury Education and Reduction: https://dec.
vermont.gov/waste-management/solid/product-stewardship/mercury

•	 Facilities	&	Maintenance	Directors	Association	(FMDA): A services and  
supplies buying group for school facilities.  https://www.vsbit.org/facility-
management; https://www.vsbit.org/client_media/files/FMDA-Tri-Fold.pdf

•	 Hazardous	Determination	Fact	Sheet: Any organization that generates 
waste must determine whether that waste is classified as hazardous and needs 
proper disposal protocols. This fact sheet can help guide you through the 
classification process. www.dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/hazardous/
resources/environmental-fact-sheets

•	 Vermont	Environmentally	Preferable	Purchasing	Program	(EPP): Directs 
buying choices toward products that are less harmful to the environment and 
safer for human health. https://bgs.vermont.gov/purchasing-contracting/forms/epp

•	 Vermont	School	Boards	Insurance	Trust: Possible grants and scholarships to 
assist schools with clean and disposal costs. https://www.bsbit.org/multi-line/

•	 Vermont	OSHA	Project	WorkSAFE:	OSHA has been a helpful resource for 
schools for evaluating labs and can be part of a chemical hygiene plan for a 
school. https://labor.vermont.gov/project-worksafe

•	  Hazardous	Waste	Program,	King	County,	Washington: Sample workshops 
and lesson plans on hazardous waste, from a leader in materials management. 
www.hazwastehelp.org/educators/index.aspx

•	  Northeast	Resource	Recovery	Association: A Blueprint for Hazardous 
Material Management in Schools. https://www.nrrarecycles.org/resource-library/
blueprint-hazardous-material-management-schools

•	 “Less	is	Better:	A	guide	to	minimizing	waste	in	laboratories: American 
Chemical Society, 2002. https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/chemical-safety/teach-
and-learn/high-school.html

Hazardous	Materials	
Management

in	Schools

A	guide	to	identifying,	reducing,	and	
disposing	of	hazardous	waste		

in	K-12	schools.		

Resources

What	is	hazardous	waste?
Hazardous	waste is any unwanted leftover substance that is  
toxic, ignitable, reactive, and/or corrosive, or is listed as  
hazardous in the Vermont Hazardous Waste Management 
Regulations. Whether or not it has been used, diluted, or  
soaked into rags — it requires special handling. As a school, you are 
required to follow proper protocols in handling, storage, and disposal of 
such materials as hazardous waste. It cannot be poured down the drain or 
disposed of as trash. 
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Area Materials
Garage Antifreeze, lead-acid batteries, auto body filler, brake fluid, gasoline, 

grease, motor oil, oil filters, solvents, transmission fluid, wax.

Science	labs Flammable liquids (acetone), oxidizers (bleach), corrosive materials (acids 
and bases), reactives (sodium metal), toxic chemicals (cyanides), mercury 
thermometers.

Custodial	&	
Maintenance

CLEANING SUPPLIES: Ammonia, chlorine bleach, drain openers, 
tile cleaners, strippers, varnish, petroleum based finishers                                              
MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES: Glues, paint & thinner, roofing tar, stains, 
ballasts and capacitors, fluorescent light bulbs* , thermometers and 
thermostats. 
GROUNDSKEEPING: Fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides, poisons.

Art	&	
Woodworking

Photographic chemicals, some acrylic paints, paint thinners, wood stains, 
glues/adhesives, spray fixatives, oil-based paints, petroleum-based inks.

Cosmetology Hair dyes, nail polish & remover, hair spray, hair gel, certain lipsticks.

General	 Batteries (lead acid, button cell, nicad, and some rechargeable),* 
fluorescent light bulbs*, thermometers, electronics*.

* These items can be recycled all-year round at LRSWMD drop-off locations. Call 888-7317 if you have 
large quantities to deliver.

•	 Store hazardous products in a protected and locked location with a 
warning label on door.

•	 Organize chemicals by compatibility, not alphabetically.

•	 Label	all containers, shelves, and cabinets.

•	 Restrict access to storage space; do NOT use storage area as a prep 
area or allow students entry.

•	 Do	not	store	chemicals on the floor, under the sink or above eye level.

•	 Ventilate storage areas adequately.

•	 Secure	gas tanks, vertically, with a chain.

•	 Ensure	appropriate fire extinguishers are immediately accessible.

Each hazardous product has its own characteristics and storage requirements; read 
the Safety Data Sheets to ensure safe storage.  Here are some general storage tips.READ	THE	LABEL.	If the label contains any of the following words, then 

the material cannot be discarded as regular trash:

•	 Flammable:	Easily catches fire, with a flashpoint of less than 140º F. 
Examples: rubber cement, paint remover

•	 Reactive: Explosive or unstable, reacts with water or shock. 
Examples: welding materials, solid sodium

•	 Corrosive:	Easily corrodes materials or human tissue, very acidic or 
alkaline (pH <2 or >12.5). Examples: acids & bases

•	 	Toxic:	Can cause local or systemic health damage and may result in 
adverse health effects, such as asphyxiation, poisoning, cancer, genetic 
issues, or damage to a fetus.    
Examples: paint containing cadmium, chromium, or lead

How	to	tell	if	a	material	is	hazardous Storage	of	hazardous	materials

Disposal	of	hazardous	waste
DETERMINE	DISPOSAL	OPTIONS.	Hazardous waste must be disposed 
of through well managed channels with highly trained personnel who 
understand the various classifications of hazardous materials.

	Call	LRSWMD	(802.888.7317)	to inquire about options and local 
collection dates. If you can’t wait, your option would be to hire	an	
independent	company certified to handle hazardous waste for transport 
and disposal. LRSWMD can assist you in contacting a company.

Common	examples	of		
hazardous	materials

Hazardous CommuniCations Plan requirement

Schools are required to have a written Hazardous 
Communication Plan. This plan will provide your school 
with a clear path to managing, storing, and disposing of 

hazardous materials. 
For more information contact Vermont OSHA  

Project WorkSAFE:
https://labor.vermont.gov/project-worksafe/contact-project-worksafe



Pollution	prevention	tips	for	minimizing	hazardous	waste	generation
Schools should strive not to generate hazardous waste in the first 
place by reducing or eliminating as many of their waste streams 
as possible. If a school is not producing hazardous waste, they can 
avoid disposal costs, potential spill cleanups, potential health and 
safety hazards, and record keeping requirements. Here are some tips 
on greening-up different areas of your school.

Schoolwide
• Replace mercury containing devices with updated versions that 
don’t contain hazardous materials. Examples: thermostats, ballasts, 
thermometers, blood pressure devices, and elemental mercury in 
nurse’s offices, gymnasiums, and science, art, and boiler rooms.
• Student & staff education

Maintenance
Integrated Pest Management
•  Make structural repairs to prevent pests from getting into a 

building
• Use baits and traps as needed 
• Improve sanitation practices
•  Provide proper receptacles and limit food and drink to designated 

areas. 
· Check out Integrated Pest Management for Schools: 
    https://www.uvm.edu/pss/pd/schoolipmold/

If pesticides are needed:
• Use the least-toxic chemical controls that will be effective.
• Hire a licensed pest-control professional to apply pesticides.
•  Apply when students are not present and on days preceding 

weekends or holidays when the fewest students are present. 
· Post signage to restrict use of pesticide treated areas.
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Classrooms
Purchase strategies
• Order only what you will use within a school year.
•  Using powders to mix your own solutions can cost less and last longer.
•  Don’t be conned by “economy size” quantities of chemicals; if the 

chemicals don’t get used, the cost of disposal exceeds the cost of 
smaller quantities that are actually used.

Substitute less-toxic/non-toxic for hazardous materials
•  Acid-base experiments can be conducted using vinegar and am-

monia instead of conventional acids and bases.
• Use water-soluble paints instead of oil-based paints.

Scale down experiments/projects
•  Work in groups instead of partners or solo.
• Model conservation of materials and other resources like electricity.

Reuse and recycle products when able
•  Design closed-loop experiments where the product of one experi-

ment becomes the reactant for the next.

Custodial
Green Cleaning
• Use non-toxic or less-toxic cleaning products or no products at all. 
• Take inventory of what you have then order only what you will use.
•  Evaluate contracts with suppliers and cleaning services to ensure 

that they are following Vermont law (Title 18: Chapter 39: Cleaning 
Products In Schools).

•  Require vendors who provide cleaning products or services to  
provide and use only environmentally preferable cleaning products, 
and provide free training to users; per Vermont law, cited above. 

•  Schedule time and frequency of cleaning to limit exposure.
•  Properly manage and dispose of outdated, unknown, and un-

needed chemicals. 


